Antegrade access in a stented common femoral artery: feasible but with a real bleeding risk.
Antegrade femoral artery access is often used for diagnostic and interventional purposes in patients with critical limb ischemia, given its potential advantages in terms of visualization and back-up. However, it may be associated with an increased risk of local vascular complications, especially in the presence of common femoral artery atherosclerosis. We hereby report a case of antegrade femoral access in a previously stented common artery, which enabled successful recanalization of a totally occluded superficial femoral artery. Despite the procedural success, retroperitoneal bleeding occurred after sheath removal, which was nonetheless effectively managed with prolonged balloon inflations by means of contralateral femoral artery access. This clinical vignette, the first to date to report on antegrade access in a stented femoral artery, supports its feasibility despite the presence of a real bleeding risk.